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Global Appeal 2013 to end Discrimination against
Persons Affected by Leprosy
Leprosy is one of the oldest and most dreaded diseases known to humankind. While not
fatal, the physical deformity that results has stigmatized sufferers for thousands of
years, turning them into social outcasts. In 1981, an effective cure for leprosy multidrug
therapy- becomes widely available for the first time.
Since then, over 14 million people around the world have been liberated from the
disease. Our message is simple: Leprosy is curable, treatment is free and social
discrimination has no place.
But discrimination based on prejudice towards persons affected by leprosy is deeprooted in societies worldwide. Although the disease is very difficult to contract
misguided notions endure- that it is hereditary, highly contagious, the result of a
person’s past wrong doings or that it is punishment. Whole families suffer as a result. In
total, an estimated 100 million people are still affected by serious discrimination.
Social excluded and economically deprived, they are forced to live in slums or
condemned to a life of poverty. Fearful that by speaking out they will invite further
discrimination, for long years they have been vowed into silence. This silence reinforces
the stigma that surrounds them. Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
states that ‘All Human being are born free and equal in dignity and human rights.’ This is
not the case for people affected by leprosy who continue to suffer legal, social, and
economic discrimination. Are we to allow this situation to persist in the 21st century?
We hereby call on people around the world to free leprosy patients, recovered persons
and their families form discrimination and to create a society in which much they are
able to enjoy their fundamental human rights.
We further request that all government consider this issue seriously and take actions to
improve the present situation as soon as possible.

OBJECTIVE OF THE WORKSHOP
International Leprosy Union organized workshop on Human Rights Violation. The main
objective of this workshop is to make Persons Affected by Leprosy aware about their
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Human Rights. This will enable the Persons Affected by Leprosy to regain their dignity,
to recognize their Human Rights and bring them back in the mainstream of the society.
1. To brief the participants on the presentation of resolution of UN Human
Rights Commission and to discuss the various issues arising out of this
resolution.
2. To prepare a ‘Plan of Action’ on creating awareness and implementing the
same in the leprosy colonies from the State of Chhattisgarh.
3. To build and empower a pressure group to assist Government to adopt the
State/National Policy to eliminate discrimination and mainstreaming the
affected people and their family members.
4. In order to achieve the Human Rights empowerment of the Persons Affected
by Leprosy very necessary, so that they can participate in the making
decision affecting their lives.
5. To undertake advocacy and other health issues.
6. To empower the Persons Affected by Leprosy by advocating various
livelihood projects.
7. To create awareness about the disease in order to take timely remedial steps
to avoid disability and deformity.
8. To create awareness about the discrimination laws.
9. To fight against social stigma and discrimination.

Preparation of the Seminar
ILU Team visited Raipur on 7TH of October 2013 for preparatory work for organization of
the workshop. Initially we contacted Secretary of the HRC Raipur and discussed various
issues Then ILU contacted Sr. Advocates of High court and discussed about the
prevailing laws which can protect them from HR violation. Then ILU team contacted DIG
Police he agreed that in many cases the violation of HR takes place in the Police Station
itself however in that case Persons affected by leprosy can approach higher authority in
groups so that they can get the justice. Then ILU team also contacted Public relation
officer he expressed that if the cases of HR violations are brought to the notice of the
press and if constant follow up action is done, these cases can be highlighted in the
press and pressure on government can be created to give justice to the persons affected
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by leprosy. State leprosy officer and District Leprosy Officer expressed their views that
Awareness of leprosy among the people affected by leprosy is there but due to social
stigma and discrimination people do not come forward to take treatment at early stage
which later on results into deformities. Then ILU team contacted Dist. Collector, Ministry
of Health and Family welfare, Chief Secretary of Raipur and prepared draft schedule of
the workshop.

INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND
“ILU has focused its programmes and activities, besides the medical elimination of
Leprosy, on the elimination of the stigma attached to leprosy. Stigma is defined as “A
continuum of a social reaction to leprosy beginning with total rejection to total
acceptance.”
Two Significant developments have been made in 2010 to recognize and enhance
dignity and Human Rights of Persons Affected by Leprosy and their family members.
One is UN Human Rights Council Resolution 15/10 Elimination of discrimination
against persons affected by leprosy and their family members. Accompanied by
Principles and Guidelines (P&G) for the elimination of 30 September, 2010 (Published on
6 October, 2010 for general distribution)
The P&G was formulated by the Council Advisory Committee requested by the Council
in its resolutions 8/13 of 18 June 2008 and 12/7 of 1 October 2009 incorporating views
of stakeholder, especially persons affected by leprosy in it. The council in its resolution
15/10 of 30 requests OHCHR to disseminate the P&G and encourages Governments,
Other national and international agencies and stakeholders in society to reflect the P&G
in their policies and activities. P&G would remain inactive even after the official
approval, if no one takes an initiative to utilize it in each country. People affected by
leprosy needs to take a central role to make sure that the P&G is followed on their
countries, and for that, they must be aware of the ground reality of where they are,
what they have been deprived of, what they could seek, consider what need to be
focused and what can be set aside in their countries, and to work out a strategy their
Leaders should come together and discuss the issues and give presentation on their
Human Rights' violation. The Seminar on State level is a perfect platform for them to
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sensitize the members of existing system of Judiciary, Law and Social Justice. It will
channelize the system to adopt these P&G so that state can take all appropriate
legislative and administrative measures to modify, repeal or abolish exiting laws, rules,
policies, regulations, customs and practices that discriminate directly or indirectly
against persons affected by leprosy and their family members of that forcefully or
compulsory segregate and isolate persons on the grounds of leprosy.

Following Stakeholders participated in the seminar

Inauguration: The Seminar started with the Registration Process by 9:30 am, As usual the seminar started officially
with a welcome address by Mr. Sharad Bhosale. The inauguration ceremony of the workshop
commenced with the encouraging speech of Ram Naik President ILU & Ex Petroleum Minister
Government of India. In his inaugural speech, he said, “There is definitely an improvement in the
human right of Persons Affected by Leprosy. However, we still need to do lot of work for Persons
Affected by Leprosy Persons Affected by Leprosy. “There is a need to convince & explain about human
rights in two ways; one is for Persons Affected by Leprosy & second for the general Public who are in
the mainstream of the society. Empowerment of Persons Affected by Leprosy is important to reduce
social stigma”.
After that Sharad Bhosale, Executive Director of these ILU explained the purpose of organizing
this workshop, he said; Persons Affected by Leprosy is discriminated not only in the society but also in
the families. Unless and until we educate Children of Persons Affected by Leprosy & empower them; it
is very difficult to safeguard their human Rights.

D.M. Awasthi,(IPS) Inspector General of Police: “Human Right violation in the case of Persons
Affected by Leprosy start from home,
therefore it is duty of everyone to give
respect to Persons Affected by Leprosy so
they can have self esteem. Police are the
important part of the society; therefore they
should take at most care to see that they
should not violate Human Rights of Persons
Affected by Leprosy by themselves.” From
social point of view, what are the human
Rights should be taught in the school? What
care should be taken to safeguard Human
Rights of Persons Affected by Leprosy?
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Shri Uday Thakar Consultant National Forum, Working in the field of leprosy for last 20
years, Secretary of Hind Kushtha Niwaran Sangh: Social stigma & discrimination are the main
barrier in leprosy treatment. Persons Affected by
Leprosy do not take treatment early which results in
to deformation & disability. Which ultimately cause of
the Human Rights violation. To avoid HRs violations
early treatment without fear of social stigma is
necessary.

Shri G.S. Verma, Dy. Secretary of Human
Right Commission, : You first should know what
are the HRs, Then only you will understand how
these rights are violated, If you come across with
any case of HRs violation it should be brought to the
notice of HRC, Human Right Commission can
Support Persons Affected by Leprosy in all respect,
whenever they will face problem of Human Right
violation.

Dr. Gajraj Prasad, TLM consultant,
ILEP Raipur, Working in the field of last 20 years: So far as reconstructive surgery
are concerned, very good work has been done in Raipur. Therefore deformities of many
Persons Affected by Leprosy have been reduced
due to reconstructive surgery. Awareness about
leprosy is essential to avoid further complications.
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Dr. S. L. Gupta, Dist. Leprosy Officer, Retired & consultant National Leprosy
Eradication Programme & Human Right Commission, Working in the field of leprosy
for last 40 years: Leprosy is caused due to
Mycobacterium Leprae, loss of sensation is
a preliminary sign of leprosy, go to doctor
and check. It is possible to cure leprosy 100
percent with MDT medicine. It should be
our determination to eradicate Leprosy.
Slogans/Posters in the school, in the
leprosy colonies, are the effective ways of
creating awareness.

Dr. Ajay Pathak Superintendant of Leprosy Hospital Raipur, Working in the field of
leprosy for last 15 years: Leprosy caused after infection from 0 to 5 years or even after 5 to 10
years, therefore surveillance is important; patches and loss of sensation are the main signs of leprosy.
Nerves gets affected, patient does not
realize any sensation even burning
sensation. Even he can realize wound
only after seeing. It is the responsibility
of the society to bring such patients in
hospital. Physiotherapy surgery, MDT
footwear, constructive surgery can
improve the patients and save them
from deformity. It is essential to treat
the patients at earliest before getting
deformity. When immunity reduced,
leprosy caused. First dose of MDT
medicine kills 99% of bacteria. Along with treatment, support from family is very essential.
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Devendra Nath Sharma, Senior Journalist from Kalyan college, Bhilai: Persons Affected
by Leprosy are deprived from selfesteem, social contacts, family
contacts, even prevailing laws are
against them. Discrimination is
worst type of Human Right
Violation. However, Persons
Affected by Leprosy is not coming
forward to gain self respect.
Everyone has a right to live with
dignity and right to live together,
right to contest election, right to
get promotion & right for
participation in decision-making.
Our guidelines are very clear. State
should protect and ensure full
realization of human rights and fundamental freedom.

Ghasiram Bhoi, State leader of National Forum of India, Working since 1995 for thr
upliftment of Persons Affected by Leprosy: National Forum was established in 2005 and
however he is engaged for the upliftment of Persons Affected by Leprosy since 1995. In every state
National Forum’s work is going on, about 19 states are
covered under National Forum. During recent visit of
WHOs goodwill ambassador Sasakava visited Raipur &
Bhilai, while visiting these places he said that, Work for
Persons Affected by Leprosy in Bhilai is the best in the
world. Change your mindset, do yourself and march
towards progress. In our state, there are least cases of
Human Rights violation.
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Vijay Masih, Secretary National
Forum: “HRC has got limited powers, for
instance HRC can’t give any order to State
Govt, There for it is always wise to sort out
and solve problems of Persons Affected by
Leprosy at local level”. Only the problems
which cannot be sorted out at local level
should be brought to the notice of HRC.

Shri Ram Belavadi, IAS, Inspector General of Prison Retd, Working in the field for the
leprosy for last 40 years, Presently Vice president ILU: spoke on the topic of leprosy and law.
His main thrust was on Human Rights.
Initially he explained, what are the
Human Rights? Particularly what are
the Human Rights of Persons Affected
by Leprosy? Now leprosy is curable,
therefore age old, prevailing laws
regarding leprosy need to be
changed. There is a need to study all
these laws and see what are the laws
which requires amendments. Human
being cannot be changed by making
laws. Persons Affected by Leprosy are put in the jail for begging on the road but jailer and other staff
do not care, they even don’t visit to leprosy wards. Persons Affected by Leprosy are also human beings
and we must treat them like any other human being. Therefore, Persons Affected by Leprosy can be
brought in the mainstream of the society.
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Action Plan for Future Action
There were 20 participants took part in the workshop, therefore, it has been decided to form four
groups with five members in each group.

Group “A”
Topic: - Creating awareness about Leprosy: They have decided to go in to their colonies and
call the meeting of people and tell that
leprosy is curable, this causes due to
bacteria called mycobacterium Leprae.
However, disease is least infectious, it
can cause to those whose immunity is
less or who does not have any
resistance power. However, this
disease is a common disease like any
other disease, which can be cured by
administrating MDT medicine. A
person, who takes treatment initially,
does not get any deformity. We are
sure all our groups will make home
visit and explain this to everyone in the
colony.

Group “B”
Topic: Human Rights violations: This group has decided to prepare action plan on Human Rights
violation. Therefore, they have decided to go
in to their villages and explain present status
of Human Rights violation of Persons Affected
by Leprosy. Group has decided to keep
detailed eye on area around. Group has
decided to call a meeting and explain all the
Persons Affected by Leprosy to live together
along with their respective families. And if they
come across with any Human Rights violation
then, they can approach to the media,
newspapers, Govt administration and State
Human Right Commission and press the need
to take stringent action against those who are
giving secondary treatment to Persons
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Affected by Leprosy.

Group “C”
Topic: Role of Media in handling
cases of Human Rights
violations: Action committee has
decided to approach various media
both print and electronic, whenever
they came across with the cases of HRs
violations. Media plays important role
in creating pressure on the
Government machinery therefore it is
essential to take follow up action with the media. So that cases of HRs violations will get due publicity
which help to reduce the cases of HRs violations.

Group “D”
Topic: Empowerment of Persons Affected by Leprosy: This group decided to form SHG
groups in their colony, which will be helpful to sort-out economical problems of children and
encourage them to take education. SHG group will also helpful to gain employment. They have decided
to start some business like grocery store in their colony. In order to coordinate their activities the
committee was formed, Shri Vijay Masih was appointed as a chairman of this coordination committee
and he has been asked to send the monthly report to ILU, which will be then forwarded to WHO for
compliance and necessary action.
After the action plan, Executive director, Shri Sharad Bhosale, concluded the seminar with vote of
thanks.
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Action Plan for Future Action
After the Presentation of action plan by group leaders, the workshop was concluded by
following remarks by Group Leader:
Group decided to make home visit and spread the message as follow
1) Leprosy is cent % curable.
2) Leprosy is least infectious
3) Leprosy is caused due to mycobacterium Leprae.
4) MDT cures Leprosy cent %. Within a year.
5) All persons affected by leprosy will work together to fight against cases of
Human right Violation.
6) Persons affected by leprosy will approach SHRC, NHRC, Police, Collectors,
Senior Advocates, Justice etc. and seek their advice for justice.
7) Slogans highlighting awareness about leprosy will be displayed in the leprosy
colony as well as in the school.
8) SHG group will be form and in each district at least one livelihood project will
be started for empowering Persons Affected by Leprosy.
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Concluded Seminar with Group Photo
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Outcome form this Workshop.
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Remarks by Participants, State Leaders
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